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CHAIN SAWS
1. 
Do not operate chain saws unless you have been trained and qualified to do so.

2. 
Never start the saw until you are at the location where you intend to use it.

3. 
Do not hold the saw against your thigh or other body parts to start it. Do not drop start the saw.

4. 
Before starting, make sure the saw chain is not in contact with any object.

5. 
Use appropriate footwear, snug-fitting clothing and eye, hearing and head protection.

6. 
Operate chain saws in well ventilated areas only.

7. 
Do not wear jewelry including rings, watches, neck chains and key chains on belts.

8. 
Do not allow other persons near the chainsaw when starting or cutting. Keep bystanders and animals away from the work area.

9. 
Never start cutting until you have a clear work area and secure footing.

10. 
Avoid working alone.  If it cannot be helped, arrange for other personnel to keep in contact with you. They should be prepared to alert emergency personnel if needed.

11. 
Always hold the saw firmly with both hands when the engine is running. Use a firm grip with the thumb and fingers encircling the handles. Never make a cut one handed.

12. 
Keep all parts of your body away from the saw chain when it is running.

13. 
Always shut off the engine before setting down the saw.

14. 
Avoid cutting over your head. This will guard against kick back and will help in preventing the possibility of dropping a running chain saw on yourself.

15. 
When cutting limbs under tension, be alert for spring back so you will not be struck when the tension is released.

16. 
Always begin a cut with the saw under power; release the trigger after the cut is complete.

17. 
Be careful that you are not directly underneath the limb you intend to cut and do not over-reach (as this will cause you to be off balance).

Chain Saw Maintenance
1. 
Keep the saw chain sharp and follow the recommended maintenance schedule.

2. 
Equip all saws with spark arrestors when required.

3. 
Always use the following precautions when handling fuel and refueling the chain saw:

· Store fuel in an approved container.

· Do not smoke while handling fuel.

· Always stop the engine before refueling the tank.

· Avoid spilling fuel or oil. Spilled fuel or oil should always be wiped up immediately.

· Do not remove fuel tank caps when the engine is running.

· Move the chain saw away from the fueling point before starting the engine.

· Keep the handles dry, clean and free from oil or fuel mixtures.

Chain Saw Kick Back
Kick back is the upward motion of the guide bar which occurs when the chain saw nose or tip of the guide bar contacts an object. Kick back can lead to loss of control of the chain saw.  Some ways to avoid kick back are:

1. 
Hold the saw firmly in both hands, being careful to position yourself in a manner that you are not over-reaching.

2. 
Do not let the nose of the guide bar contact a log, branch, the ground or any other obstruction. Do not cut with the tip of the guide bar.

3. 
Position your body to the side of the cut, not over it.
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