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AERIAL DEVICES
Operating Instructions

1. Aerial baskets or platforms should not be supported by adjacent structures when employees are on the platform or in the basket while in an elevated position.

2. Lift controls should be tested in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations/instructions before use to determine that they are in safe working condition.

3. Belting off to an adjacent pole, structure, or equipment while working from an aerial device is not permitted.

4. Employees should not sit or climb on the edge of the basket to gain greater working height.

5. Boom, basket and platform load limits should not be exceeded.

6. When elevating personnel, the vehicle should be parked with the brake system set.
7. Wheel chocks should be installed before using an aerial device on an incline.

8. When available, outriggers should be positioned on pads or a solid surface.
9. When an insulated aerial device is required, the aerial device should not be altered in any manner that might reduce its insulating valve.

10. An aerial device truck should not be moved when the boom is elevated in a working position with employee(s) in the basket or platform except when all of the following are complied with:

a. The equipment is specifically designed for this type of operation.
b. All controls and signaling devices are tested and in good operating condition.
c. An effective communication system is maintained between the basket or platform operator and where applicable, the vehicle operator.

d. The route to be traveled is surveyed immediately before the work trip, checking for overhead obstructions, traffic, holes in the pavement, ground or shoulder, ditches, slopes, etc.  For other than paved areas, a survey should be made on foot.

e. The speed of the vehicle should not exceed three (3) miles per hour.

f. Only one employee is in the basket.

g. Both the driver and the elevated employee have been specifically trained for this type of work in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.

11. Lower level controls should not be operated unless permission has been obtained from the employee in the device, except in case of emergency.

12. Before moving an aerial device for travel, the boom should be inspected to see that it is properly cradled and outriggers are in stowed position.

13. An employee, while in an elevated aerial device, should be secured to the boom, basket or tub of the aerial device through the use of a safety belt, body belt or body harness equipped with safety strap or lanyard.
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